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HERE’S AN EVENTFUL INSIGHT TO 
OUR THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTERS

Welcome back to our E-Newsletter. 
The two quarters were eventful. The 
international cricket championship 
organised by the Sri Lankan 
community together with Pro-Sports 
Dubai on behalf of Sri Lankan Welfare 
Association (SLWA) – SAHANA was 
held on 20th August 2021 in the 
presence of Hon. Consul General of 
Sri Lanka for Dubai and Northern 
Emirates and distinguished guests. 
All who participated displayed 
sportsmanship and experienced a fun 
filled day. The day ended fruitfully 
with the launch of SAHANA revamped 
website by Hon. Consul General of 
Sri Lanka for Dubai and Northern 
Emirates. Please visit us on https://
sahanauae.com.

The Sponsorship Prospectus has 
been circulated amongst members 

and potential sponsors. We invite you 
to kindly read our Prospectus and 
connect us to potential sponsors. 

The much awaited SAHANA Youth 
Club (SYC) was inaugurated on 11th 
September 2021 on zoom. Around 30 
children of our active members joined 
SYC on this day and was appointed as 
the very first youth ambassadors.  

Another community project was the 
sale of Lion T-shirts. We are grateful 
to all the community members for the 
kind gesture and to Lankancart for the 
generous support extended in selling 
these T-shirts. We humbly request you 
to place your order as your purchase 
makes you a part of the noble act of 
helping a needy Sri Lankan in UAE.

An exciting and an informative 

talk on how to manage your stress 
levels with the challenges faced 
due to the pandemic was organised 
in collaboration with Sri Lankan 
Hospitality Professionals Association 
(SLHPA). The webinar was held on 
25th September 2021.

See our special feature on how we 
celebrated UAE’s Golden Jubilee – The 
Year of the 50th with the Sri Lankan 
Community. 

We humbly request you to share 
this E-Newsletter on all social media 
platforms thus extending the profile 
of SAHANA to all our fellow Sri 
Lankans living in UAE.

Media & PR Committee(M&PR) 
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UAE’s Golden Jubilee – The Year of the 50th 

The year 2021 was undoubtedly a year to look forward to, 
for the nation and citizens of UAE. It was a milestone year. 
50 years of development, reaching great heights, reaching 
goals and most of all becoming the country that it is today.

As the whole country was gearing up to commemorate the 
50th National Day of UAE with fervor, pride and great zeal, 
SAHANA too took a bold step forward on behalf of the Sri 
Lankan expat community in UAE, to show gratitude to the 
founding fathers, leaders, officials and people of UAE, by 
organizing eight initiatives. 

Tribute to UAE kickstarted on 14th November 2021 with a 
week-long blood donation campaign held in Sharjah, Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. This was the first time that SAHANA rolled 
out a blood donation campaign in Abu Dhabi. Around 100 
generous donors from Dubai and Sharjah came forward to 
donate blood. From Abu Dhabi too there were around 100 
generous donors.

Next was the meal distribution carried out on 26th 
November 2021. This event was organized in collaboration 
with the Rotaract Club of Jumeirah in order to meet health 
and safety regulations. 1,500 hot meals that comprised of all 
three meals for 478 staff members at the female and male 
accommodation in Sharjah industrial area, were provided 
through the “Food ATM”. The Consul General of Sri Lanka 
for Dubai and Northern Emirates, Hon. Nalinda Wijerathna 
was invited to participate in this worthy cause. 

The 3rd successful event was the ceremony  to invoke 
blessings on the leaders and people of UAE, by four 
religious dignitaries, representing the main four religions of 
Sri Lanka. Venerable Namalgamuwe Wijeseela Thero, Rev. 
Fr. Roy Clarence, Mr. Venkat Shastri and Moulavi Al Hafiz 
Muhammad Fahmy Mohammad Aboosalih represented the 
four religions. The ceremony was held on Thursday, the 25th 
of November 2021 from 7:30 p.m. onwards, in collaboration 
with Consulate General of Sri Lanka for Dubai and Northern 
Emirates. Paintings done by the Sri Lankan children 
depicting their thoughts on UAE which was organized by 
SAHANA Youth Club (SYC) were displayed at the venue 
contributing with colour to the tastefully decorated room by 
our volunteers. As it was a private event the ceremony was 
live streamed by Laknadha Radio, the official media partner 
for SAHANA.   

The memoir of reminiscence of interrelationship between 
Sri Lanka and UAE, written by one of our volunteers is an 
informative publication about founding fathers, history of 
UAE, its development and ties with Sri Lanka. A flip book 
containing a collection of paintings, original poetry and 
essays by Sri Lankan children living in UAE depicting their 
thoughts on UAE was collated by SAHANA Youth Club (SYC). 
Both these documents were launched on December 2. Please 
visit www.sahanauae.com for a glimpse of the amazing work. 

The videos of mesmerizing Sri Lankan dances, proudly 
presented by three Sri Lankan dancing academies in UAE, a 
multilingual song dedicated to UAE, sung by the Sri Lankan 
community and last but not least the UAE national anthem 
sung by none other than the children of our volunteers were 
released on December 2. You can watch these on https://
youtube.com/watch?v=u3ris4FOM9g&feature=share.

The Board of Directors expresses deep appreciation and 
sincere gratitude to the project team, all the volunteers, 
sponsors, well-wishers and the Sri Lankan community 
who patronized and participated in all the activities, 
demonstrating true values of being a Sri Lankan in 
commemorating the 50th National Day of UAE which is our 
Home away from Home.  
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SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION (S & A) 

Key Highlights of 3rd Quarter

Awareness of Medical Insurance benefits - High volume of 
medical related cases - Our expertise managed to directly 
intervene to get the maximum benefits from the Insurance 
companies for the affected individuals from their Medical 
Insurance Providers. We were able to minimize the funds 
sponsored by the Community and maximize the Insurance 
companies payments to cover medical bills.

Repatriation of a visit visa holder who had undergone multiple 
surgeries – managed to sponsor AED 2675.00 with the 
community and SLWA, a walking frame, wheel chair, pair of 
crutches, one-way air ticket and the clearance of immigration 
fines by paying a minimal amount coordinating with Consulate 
General office. 

Repatriation of a resident visa holder who had undergone 
multiple surgeries – managed to sponsor AED 6850.00 worth 
of sponsorships through community & SLWA to cover various 
medical bills. SLWA partial contribution of AED 1000.00 to 
cover the transportation from hospital to airport.  

Awareness of Sri Lankan Foreign Employment Bureau benefits 
(SLFEB) - Our expertise managed to enlighten the affected 
individuals to get their rightly privileged entitlements from 
SLFEB when they failed to manage the funds for their air 
tickets when returning to Sri Lanka through Consulate General 
Office.

High volume of dry rations & hot meals – with the help of 
kindhearted sponsors dry rations were provided to deserving 
individuals & families – hot meals (lunch & dinner) from mid-
August to mid-September were coordinated by us for the 
standards individuals resided in the park  

Repatriation of 4 individuals resided in the park – air tickets 
were sponsored by SAHANA, Sri Lankan Welfare Association 
(SLWA) 

While thanking the Sri Lankan Schools’ Past 
Pupils & Old Boys Associations in the UAE for their 
enormous support throughout the pandemic, 
would like to highlight the two successful projects 
in obtaining their continued support during this 
quarter. 

Assistance provided to settle a genuine case 
related to house rent – sponsored by a Sri Lankan 
Old Boys Association and a community club

Assistance provided to a genuine parent who was 
in transition of employment to settle pending 
school fees – sponsored by two Sri Lankan schools 
Past Pupils Associations and an individual
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INDOOR CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIP BY THE 
COMMUNITY TO SUPPORT SAHANA  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
It has been a while since we heard the 
excitement, cheering and applauses 
from sports arenas all over the world. 
Almost after 2 years of silence and 
patience, thanks to the measures taken 
in controlling the Covid19 situation in 
the UAE, the Sri Lankan community 
together with United Pro-Sports, Dubai 
was able to successfully conclude the 
2nd Chapter of the Indoor International 
Cricket Championship on 20th August 
2021 adhering to strict health and 
safety protocols. The income generated 
from this event was contributed as a 
sponsorship by the Community and 
United Pro-Sports, Dubai to SAHANA to 
utilize the ongoing community projects.  

United Pro-Sports in Al Quoz was where 
all the excitement took place. The 16 
Teams registered for the tournament 
have been randomly divided into 4 
groups for the first round matches. 
According to the points of group 
matches, 12 teams selected to the 
second round under 3 main divisions 

as Bowl, Plate and Cup ranking 1 to 4 
qualified for the Division 1 (Cup) and 
respectively other teams for Division 2 
(Plate) and Division 3 (Bowl). 

A friendly ladies’ exhibition match 
between Shepherdian Juniors team and 
Sri Lions ladies team in parallel to the 
ongoing main matches increased the 
excitement and enthusiasm amongst 
all attendees. The Sri Lions ladies team 
clinched victory.

Apart from the main trophies followed 
by individual recognition of each division 
and medals for all the teams selected 
for division finals, the organizers added 
cash prizes for the division 1 winners 
and runners-up teams. A whopping AED 
1,500 and AED 1,000 were awarded 
to the Champions and Runners-up in 
Division 1 respectively. This was to show 
appreciation for their commitment and 
dedication. In addition to the individual 
trophies, each individual winner was 
been awarded a brand new indoor bat 

sponsored by a kind hearted sponsor. 

After some close calls and neck to neck 
matches, following teams ended up as 
the best in each division. 
Division 01 - Cup;
Winner - Thambapanni Lions
Runner-up - Sri Lions
Division 02 - Plate;
Winner – Tellicherry Cricketers
Runner-up – Lanka Lions
Division 03 - Bowl;
Winner – City Star Blue
Runner-up - Revengers

Individual Recognitions
Best Bowler – Kaveen Fernando –  
Sri Lions
Best Batsman – Srivantha Sudharshana 
– Thambapanni Lions
Man of the Series – Yasitha Pabodha 
Abeykoon – Sri Lions
Player of the Tournament – Kasun 
Chamina – Thambapanni Lions
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Thambapanni Lions, Sri Lions, Revengers, Team United, 
Lanka Lions, Richmond Mahinda Gladiators, Taprobana, 
Maroons, City Star Blue and Red, Tellicherry Cricketers, 
Tuskers, Maradana Warriors, Team KY, Asian Stickers 
and Defenders, for participating in this worthy cause. 

SAHANA also extends its gratitude to all the event 
partners / supportive strengths who made a commitment 
by reaching out and pledging a sponsorship to make this 
event a success.

It was an immense pleasure to have the presence of 
the Chief Guest, the Consul General of Sri Lanka for 
Dubai and Northern Emirates, Hon. Nalinda Wijerathna, 
along with other special guests, Mr. Suren Swaminathan 
(Chairman Sri Lanka Business Council), Mr. Asiri 
Wickramasuriya (Country Manager Sri Lankan Airlines), 
Mr. George Hettiarachchi (Founder Member – SAHANA) 
and Ms. Hashini Kannangara (Representing the Managing 
Director of Frico Cargo). 

SAHANA and the Sri Lankan Community greatly 
appreciate the commitment of senior officials and team 
members of Laknadha Radio for their untiring efforts as 
the official media partner of this successful event.

With that positive note SAHANA team would like to 
thank all the dedicated volunteers who participated, 
sponsors, members, attendees & participants for making 
this event a another successful story under the legacy of 
SAHANA. Rest assured that this worthy cause will always 
be towards the betterment of the Sri Lankan community 
living in the UAE.

Total sponsorship received to SAHANA from the event 
through the generous Sponsors, Sri Lankan Community 
and United Pro-Sport is AED30,975.00 which will be 
directed toward our increasing Community service 
projects during Year 2021.

Once again SAHANA is thankful to;
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INAUGURATION OF

The much awaited SAHANA Youth Club (SYC) was inaugurated on 11th September 2021 on Zoom. Around 30 energetic and 
enthusiastic children of our active members joined SYC on this day and was appointed as the very first Youth Ambassadors. 
They are passionate to serve the community and are currently developing the first project. The young ambassadors are 
guided and supported by two mentors and two members of the Board. 

SAHANA YOUTH CLUB (SYC)



IT AND DIGITAL PLATFORMS (IT & DP)

PURCHASE YOUR 
LION T-SHIRT FROM 
LANKANCART

The revamped website was launched on 20th August 2021 by Hon. Consul General of Sri Lanka for Dubai and Northern 
Emirates. Please visit www.sahanauae.com and learn more about what we do and how you can help us. We are happy 
to do your online advertising and to promote your business. Given below are the banner specifications for your easy 
reference. We look forward to your support.

Appreciate very much if you could assist us further by advertising with us. Our web banner specifications are as follows.

Another community project was the sale of Lion 
T-shirts. We are grateful to all the community 
members for the kind gesture and to Lankancart 
for the generous support extended in selling the 
T-shirts. All proceeds from the sales will be utilised 
by SAHANA for community service activities. 
You may place an order through our website 
https://lankancart.com/index.php?route=product/
search&search=sahana&description=true

Sponsorship Type Duration Sponsorship 
Amount

Added Benefits

Gold 
(Banner Size 300(W)
x250(H))

1 Year AED 5,000.00 Inclusive of free advertisement in 
the SLWA 2021 souvenir (inside half 
page).

Platinum (Banner 
Size 970(W)x250(H))

1 Years AED 12,000.00 Inclusive of free advertisement in 
the SLWA 2021 souvenir (inside full 
page).
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CAREER GUIDANCE COMMITTEE (CG)

Since the commencement of posting job vacancies on the 
WhatsApp Group called “SAHANA Career Guidance Group” 
more than 200 job seekers joined the WhatsApp group 
within weeks. To accommodate all the jobseekers we have 
now moved on to Telegram Group with the same name and 
have 1315 jobseekers as of now. We proudly state that more 
than 100,000 job opportunities were posted for the year 
2021.  SAHANA has also provided 100 job placements for 
the year 2021 meeting the target for the year 2021.  20% 
of job seekers in the group are residing in Sri Lanka, 10% in 
various Gulf Countries and 70% in the UAE. 

The volunteers of CG Committee liaise with different 
job agencies. We have developed a close rapport with 
government organizations to win over the trust to get job 

vacancies posted in SAHANA Career Guidance Group. Also, 
we have various cluster specialists to guide employees with 
their queries.  

In 2021, three successful training sessions were carried out 
for job seekers registered with us. There were more than 100 
participants for each training session. Our volunteers have 
guided them on how to write their resumes professionally 
and to face interviews confidently. 

Further, there are many motivational and educational 
videos posted in the group which are relevant for job 
seekers.

Career Guidance Group Committee – Job postings (Third Quarter) - Jobs posted
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MANAGING STRESS LEVELS 
DURING THE PANDEMIC

The webinar organised in colaboration with The Sri Lankan Hospitality Professionals Association in UAE (SLHPA) was held on 
25th September 2021. It was an informative talk on how to manage stress levels with challenges faced due to the pandemic. 
The interactive session satisfactorily covered many questions raise by those who participated.  
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SPONSORSHIP COMMITTEE (SC)

SAHANA and the Sri Lankan community in UAE are truly 
blessed to have generous sponsors like you supporting all our 
community services. In 2021, SAHANA spent approximately 
AED185,000/- on community services activities benefitting 
many needy Sri Lankans. These include repatriation support, 
covering medical expenses, air tickets, education support, 
providing dry rations, hot meals and repatriation of mortal 
remains. Seventy percent of these funds were sourced by 
generous sponsors like you, as our community services 
expenses exceed the revenue generated through initiatives 
including new membership and renewal of membership.

In addition to our community services expenses, we maintain 
strict discipline with administrative expenses. However, the 
expenses such as office rental, licensing & IT are inevitable. 

Whilst we were blessed with your generosity in the past, we 
remain hopeful of your continued support towards SAHANA 
community services activities in the future. We seek a 
sustainable revenue stream to cover our expenses in order 
to relieve our generous and kind-hearted sponsors. 

We seek your support on the following;
1. Encourage your known friends & family to register as a 

SAHANA member.

2. Advertise through web banners the products of your 
organization and provide referrals to display in our 
website.

3. Connect us with generous philanthropists/companies 

where we could visit, present our proposals and request 
their commitment to sponsor certain community services 
expense categories i.e. air ticket, medical, education, etc.

4. Recommend new ventures of strategic partnerships for 
new avenues of revenue or profit sharing.

 Looking forward to your continuous contribution as a 
member, volunteer and generous sponsor of SAHANA.

5. Financial sponsorship on events organized to generate 
revenue to cover both Community services and 
administration costs.

We strongly believe that your financial & non-financial 
support would enhance our services towards the community 
in UAE, whilst increasing recognition and blessings amongst 
the expatriate community in UAE.
We look forward to build long term strategic relationships 
with you which would be mutually beneficial for both our 
organizations. 
Feel free to contact;

President – Sri Lankan Welfare Association 
<president@sahanauae.com>

Vice President – Sri Lankan Welfare Association 
<vice-president@sahanauae.com>

General Secretary – Sri Lankan Welfare Association 
<secretary@sahanauae.com>

Continuing our Community Services with your Generosity



MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (MC)
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Your valuable membership fees contribute to 36% of our 
community services expenses.



UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Annual General Meeting - March 23, 2022
• 10th Anniversary of SAHANA

SAHANA MEETS THE CHAPLAIN OF THE 
SRI LANKAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

A virtual meeting was held with Rev.Fr.Roy Clarence, the 
chaplain of the Sri Lankan Catholic community in the 
Vicariate of Southern Arabia on 28th September 2021. 
The purpose of the meeting was to spread awareness 
about SAHANA amongst the Catholic community and seek 
blessings and guidance for our community service projects.
The cordial discussion captured the attention of Rev. 
Father towards the ongoing community service activities 
of SAHANA and his support to spread the message of our 

Mission and objectives within the seven (7) emirates of 
UAE which will encourage more Sri Lankans to join hands 
in supporting by registering as members, volunteers and 
sponsorship partners.

The meeting concluded with a special payer & blessing 
to all Volunteers, members & sponsors of SAHANA for 
the dedication and generosity towards the Sri Lankan 
community and all communities in UAE.
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 The Smallest Acts of Kindness 
Can Make the Biggest Impact

As the only registered welfare organization in UAE, we often 
receive requests from our distressed community members 
to assist them with their medical, food and repatriation 
support. The number of requests received by us has 
increased significantly during the past few years, and in 2020 
the requests increased exponentially following the Covid-19 
pandemic. We depend on our main source of income which 
is through our membership fees and sponsorships to cover 
both our community service, administration, and operational 
expenses.

As a result, your membership fees are invaluable to us.

The best support a community member can do towards 
our association is, ‘TO BE A PROUD MEMBER’. We have the 
introduced the following five categories of membership 
choices for you to decide and join us based on an option that 
suits you.

• Bronze (Annual) AED 120/-
• Silver (5 Years) AED 600/-
• Gold (10 Years) AED 1200/-
• Platinum (Life Membership) AED 3000/-
• Titanium /Special (Revolving -Annual) Minimum of AED 

50/- per month or it’s multiples with monthly contribution 
for 12 months fixed or renewable.

Based on your membership choices, please deposit/transfer 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES to below account & inform on 
mobile number +971 56 311 9363 or email the deposit/
transfer slip to memberships@sahanauae.com

In addition of being member we invite you to allocate some of 
your precious spare time to volunteer in our future projects. 
If interested, you are requested to contact Mr. Dimantha 
Perera on +971 55 297 7640 or email to vice-president@
sahanauae.com

We also welcome support from Businesses organizations to 
partner with us and sponsor our community services and 
projects. You may contact either Mr. Vishwa Thilikarathna on 
+97152 799 3737 or email to vishva.thilakarathna@sahanauae.
com or the Board of Directors on BoardofDirectors@
sahanauae.com regarding your interest and proposal
 

info@sahanauae.com

 www.sahanauae.com

+971 56  311 9363


