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SAHANA CELEBRATES ITS BIRTHDAY

Editorial

Media & PR Committee

Here we are once again with our 
E-Newsletter for the second quarter of 
2021. It has indeed been a busy quarter 
for SAHANA as always. On 8th June 
we celebrated the 9th birthday of 
SAHANA via zoom with our pioneers 
from around the world. It was a joyous 
occasion for all of us to see how far 
SAHANA has come reaching out to 
the needy. Our sincere gratitude 
to our valued members, generous 
sponsors, treasured volunteers and 
thoughtful discount vendors.  

As an initiative of SAHANA, the very 
first meeting with the representatives 
of Sri Lankan Past Pupils’ Associations 
in U.A.E was held on 20th April 2021 

via Microsoft Teams.  

Another success story is the execution 
of planned events for this quarter. 
Enjoy reading what we did and 
await our Sponsorship Prospectus, 
launch of our Revamped Website on 
20th August and the Souvenir. An 
important milestone for SAHANA 
will be the inauguration of SAHANA 
Youth Club (SYC) only for children 
of our valued members. All details 
pertaining to SYC will be sent out in 
due course.   

The Sri Lankan Community Members 
together with United Pro-Sports Dubai 
will be organising an international 

cricket championship on 20th August 
2021. This event is organised to assist 
SAHANA with the community service 
activities as all income generated 
through this event will be gifted to 
SAHANA. Whilst thanking the Sri 
Lankan Community Members and 
United Pro-Sports Dubai for the kind 
gesture we look forward to   your 
generous support.

We humbly request you to share 
this E-Newsletter on all social media 
platforms thus extending the profile 
of SAHANA to all our fellow Sri 
Lankans living in UAE.
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Inaugural Meeting with the 
Representatives of Sri Lankan 
 PAST PUPILS’ 
ASSOCIATIONS IN UAE 

Our website

As an initiative of SAHANA, the very first meeting with the representatives of 
Sri Lankan Past Pupils’ Associations in U.A.E was held on 20th April 2021 via 
Microsoft Teams. The objective of this move was to strengthen ties with the Sri 
Lankan community and to work together in helping needy community members.

Currently we are in the process of 
desigining our website and hope to 
launch it on the 20th of August 2021.

Members of SAHANA participated in 
the webinar hosted by the Community 
Development Authority (CDA) and 
The Federal Authority for Nuclear 
Regulation (FANR) to understand 
Nuclear Energy Program in UAE. The 
interactive session provided insights to 
the peaceful usage of this clean energy, 
assuring safety of the nuclear power 
plant, safety & protection of the public, 
environment and employees at the site.
SAHANA is grateful to FANR & CDA 
for organizing such an awareness 
campaign to ensure the comfort and 
safety of the community in UAE.
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The Smallest Acts of Kindness
Can Make the Biggest Impact
Become a member & support needy 
Sri Lankans

info@sahanauae.com
Contact us
+971 56 311 93 63
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RAMADAN IFTAR PROJECT
SAHANA embarked on Ramadan project which 
coincided with the Yestahloon Program 2021 
launched by the Community Development 
Authority (CDA), Dubai. More than 4000 iftar 
meals were distributed in the month of Ramadan. 
Furthermore, 117 dry ration packs were distributed 
to distressed Sri Lankan families in Dubai, Sharjah 
and Ajman. Within the Ramadan project, SAHANA 
also distributed 1000 iftar meals to commemorate 
International Workers Day on 1st May 2021. 
The  distribution of these iftar meals and dry 
ration packs were done by the Watani Al Emarat 
Volunteers who had supported immensely by 
organizing the locations and managing the crowd.

The kindness and generosity of the Sri Lankan 
community members including well-wishers, 
social, professional and past pupil associations 

were displayed once again to the community in UAE 
through their valuable sponsorships and voluntary 
involvement to successfully conclude the Yestahloon 
Program 2021. SAHANA is ever so grateful to many 
non-Sri Lankan nationals who supported with the 
distribution of iftar meals during the holy month of 
Ramadan.

SAHANA has now built a strong relationship with 
Watani Al Emarat Volunteers and are looking forward 
to working with them in their future projects adhering 
to CDA approvals and guidelines.

A Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to SAHANA 
by the Community Development Authority of Dubai 
for participating in the Yestahloon Program during 
the month of Ramadan 2021.
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Certificate of Appreciation 

The Licensing and Monitoring Sector at Community 

Development Authority appreciates and thanks 

Srilankan Welfare Association 

For participating in Yestahloon Program during Ramadan 2021 

Dr. Omar Al Muthanna  
Chief Executive Officer  

Licensing and Monitoring Sector 



4

The Blood Donation Week held from 23rd to 28th May at Dubai Blood 
Donation Centre was organised to coincide with the auspicious day of 
Vesak. The campaign was successful with 111 generous participants including 
Hon. Consul General of Sri Lanka for Dubai and Northern Emirates. There 
are no words to express our gratitude to the compassionate participants 
and show how much your donation is valued. This act of generosity was 
concluded with the distribution of over 1,000 lunch packets to female and 
male accommodation of Tanzifco. This noble event was organized by the 
Sri Lankan Consulate of Dubai. Our volunteers actively participated in 
distributing lunch packets in Tanzifco. Once again, we are ever so grateful 
to our generous sponsors and Volunteers.
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We Create Opportunities
Once again our Career Guidance Team held a training programme on the 10th of April 2021 on the topic “Winning Life in 
the UAE as an Expat” and was able to secure 27 jobs for job seekers .
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RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SRI LANKAN 
CONSULATE OF DUABI 

Hon. Consul General of Sri Lanka 
for Dubai and Northern Emirates 
volunteered to donate blood in the 
blood donation week held between 
23rd to 28th May 2021. 

Honouring an invitation to attend the 
“Vesak Sathiya” at the Consulate, our 
volunteers represented SAHANA at 
the “Vesak Sathiya” organized by the 
Sri Lankan Consulate of Dubai from 
24th May till 29th May 2021. Preaching, 
Virindu Gee, Bhakti Gee, Jathaka Katha, 
Traditional Dancing and Performances 
adorned the week. These performances 
were carried out by various Sri Lankan 
association and groups. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Career Guidance Training - Work under pressure & Time Management 
• Career Guidance Training - Identifying and enhancing transferable skills adapting to change 
• Awareness Campaign to educate job seekers in UAE and Sri Lanka to avoid being misguided 

by agencies, individuals on non-existing vacancies
• Launch of the Youth Club, Website and Souvenir
• International Cricket Championship organised by the Sri Lankan Community Members and 

United Pro-Sports Dubai

INVOLVEMENT OF SAHANA WITH DUBAI 
SRILANKARAMAYA MEDITATION CENTER

SAHANA has always been building relationships with Sri 
Lankan community groups in UAE. One such relationship 
is with Dubai Srilankaramaya Meditation Center. During 
the past years Srilankaramaya has supported SAHANA 
immensely in various manner. With the onset of COVID19 
pandemic, the bond between SAHANA and Srilankaramaya 
grew with the Temple organizing prayer services for 

deceased Community members and invoking blessings for 
community members and SAHANA volunteers who were 
affected with Covid-19 pandemic.

We are ever so grateful to the members of Dubai 
Srilankaramaya for their unwavering relationship and wish 
to work hand-in-hand.
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 The Smallest Acts of Kindness 
Can Make the Biggest Impact

As the only registered welfare organization in UAE, we often 
receive requests from our distressed community members 
to assist them with their medical, food and repatriation 
support. The number of requests received by us has 
increased significantly during the past few years, and in 2020 
the requests increased exponentially following the Covid-19 
pandemic. We depend on our main source of income which 
is through our membership fees and sponsorships to cover 
both our community service, administration, and operational 
expenses.

As a result, your membership fees are invaluable to us.

The best support a community member can do towards 
our association is, ‘TO BE A PROUD MEMBER’. We have the 
introduced the following five categories of membership 
choices for you to decide and join us based on an option that 
suits you.

• Bronze (Annual) AED 120/-
• Silver (5 Years) AED 600/-
• Gold (10 Years) AED 1200/-
• Platinum (Life Membership) AED 3000/-
• Titanium /Special (Revolving -Annual) Minimum of AED 

50/- per month or it’s multiples with monthly contribution 
for 12 months fixed or renewable.

Based on your membership choices, please deposit/transfer 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES to below account & inform on 
mobile number +971 56 311 9363 or email the deposit/
transfer slip to memberships@sahanauae.com

In addition of being member we invite you to allocate some of 
your precious spare time to volunteer in our future projects. 
If interested, you are requested to contact Mr. Dimantha 
Perera on +971 55 297 7640 or email to vice-president@
sahanauae.com

We also welcome support from Businesses organizations to 
partner with us and sponsor our community services and 
projects. You may contact either Mr. Vishwa Thilikarathna on 
+97152 799 3737 or email to vishva.thilakarathna@sahanauae.
com or the Board of Directors on BoardofDirectors@
sahanauae.com regarding your interest and proposal
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